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Tests of Drug to Block H.I.V. Infection Are Halted Over Safety
By LAWRENCE K. ALTMAN

Published: February 1, 2007

Efforts to develop a topical microbicide to prevent H.I.V. infection 
during sex suffered a surprising setback yesterday when researchers 
announced that they had stopped two full-scale trials for safety 
reasons.
The trials, in Africa and India, involved a chemical, cellulose sulfate 
or Ushercell, and were the second failure of a potential microbicide 
in a full-scale trial in recent years. In one of the latest trials, a 
standard check by an independent scientific committee found an 
increased risk of H.I.V. infection among women who used cellulose 
sulfate compared with those who used a placebo gel. 
In 2000, a large full-scale trial showed that the only other 
microbicide candidate, nonoxynol-9, was unsafe when it had been 
expected to be effective. Subjects in that trial developed a higher 
incidence of H.I.V. infection, presumably through ulcers caused by 
chemical irritation.
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