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Microbicides Advocacy Group Network 

� Approximately 70 members. 

� Participants include: community-based AIDS organizations, national 
HIV/AIDS organizations, the Canadian Federation for Sexual Health, 
activists, researchers, people living with HIV/AIDS, and Canadian-based 
international HIV/AIDS and development organizations. 

� MAG-Net is heavily involved in promoting the research and development of 
microbicides in Canada and internationally

� CAS has coordinated the activities of the Microbicides Advocacy Group 
Network (MAG-Net)

� To subscribe to the listserv, send a message “subscribe” in subject line to 
mag-net@cdnaids.ca



A worldwide effort co-sponsored by groups working 
on
• HIV/AIDS
• reproductive health
• gay health
• women’s empowerment

Working to educate, raise awareness and generate 
collective advocacy for increased political and 
public investment in microbicide development
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Global HIV/AIDS picture

� 38.6 million people living with HIV/AIDS

� Over 4 million new infections each year
� About half are women

� Over 20 million people have died
� 95% live in developing countries

� 90% do not know their status



Infections by Transmission Categories

1%1%Other/not identified

33%27%Heterosexual

4%4%MSM/IDU

15%17%IDU

47%51%MSM contact

USACANTransmission Category



Men at risk

� High rates of condom use are difficult to 
maintain, as the rate of new HIV infections 
shows

� New data reveals reasons for concern:
–UK: 48.8% UAI in the past year
–US: 30% UAI (HIV - men in past year)         

� STI rates confirm UAI prevalence



Women at risk

� In large US survey, 35% of women 
age 25-44 report having had anal 
sex at some time in their life

� 32% of high-risk women reported 
anal sex in past 6 months (Gross et al, 
2000)



The state of prevention



25 years into the epidemic…

� Fear/crisis fatigue
� Navel to knee 

syndrome
� Condom Fatigue
� Different frames
� Complacency
� Not me
� I’m negative

� I don’t know
� HAART optimism
� Sex ed or the lack 

thereof
� Power dynamics
� Social vulnerability
� Desire for natural sex 

aka “raw” or “bareback”



Our prevention work has not 
adequately addressed…

� Intimacy
� Our relationships
� Value of fluid exchange
� Sero-sorting, nuanced 

sexual communications
� Risk equations
� Substance use
� Internet

� Depression
� Mental health issues
� Partner violence
� Childhood sexual 

abuse



Current Prevention Coverage



What is a microbicide?

� Microbicides are substances that can reduce the 
transmission of HIV and other STD pathogens 
when applied vaginally and, possibly, rectally.  

� They are not yet available.

� Currently, they are formulated as lubes, gels or 
creams applied with an applicator like those shown 
here. 

� A rectal microbicide might be delivered via 
suppository or an enema
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What if we had a complete HIV toolkit?
�3�U�L�R�U���W�R���H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H�3�U�L�R�U���W�R���H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H�3�U�L�R�U���W�R���H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H�3�U�L�R�U���W�R���H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H�3�R�L�Q�W���R�I���W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�3�R�L�Q�W���R�I���W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�3�R�L�Q�W���R�I���W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�3�R�L�Q�W���R�I���W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W�7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W�7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W�7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W

�µ �0�D�O�H���D�Q�G���I�H�P�D�O�H��
�F�R�Q�G�R�P�V���D�Q�G���O�X�E�H

�µ �$�5�7���W�R���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W��
�S�H�U�L�Q�D�W�D�O��
�W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q

�µ �&�O�H�D�Q���L�Q�M�H�F�W�L�Q�J��
�H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W

�µ �9�D�J�L�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���U�H�F�W�D�O��
�P�L�F�U�R�E�L�F�L�G�H�V

�µ �&�H�U�Y�L�F�D�O���E�D�U�U�L�H�U�V

�µ �3�R�V�W���H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H��
�S�U�R�S�K�\�O�D�[�L�V�����3�(�3��

�µ �,�P�S�U�R�Y�H�G��
�D�Q�W�L�U�H�W�U�R�Y�L�U�D�O���W�K�H�U�D�S�\

�µ �7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U��
�R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�V�W�L�F��
�L�Q�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V

�µ �%�D�V�L�F���F�D�U�H���Q�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q

�µ �3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U��
�S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H�V

�µ �(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
�E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���F�K�D�Q�J�H

�µ �7�K�H�U�D�S�H�X�W�L�F��
�Y�D�F�F�L�Q�H�V

�µ �5�L�J�K�W�V���I�R�F�X�V�H�G��
�E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U �F�K�D�Q�J�H

�µ �9�R�O�X�Q�W�D�U�\��
�F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
�W�H�V�W�L�Q�J

�µ �6�7�,���V�F�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
�W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W

� ����	��������
���

�µ �3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H��
�9�D�F�F�L�Q�H�V

�µ �3�U�H���H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H��
�S�U�R�S�K�\�O�D�[�L�V�����3�5�(�3��
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How would they benefit HIV+ people?

� Reduce risk of re-infection with other HIV 
strains

� Help protect both partners – bi-directional

� Reduce risk of other STIs, yeast and bladder 
infections

� Allow conception while 

protecting partner



“A receptive sex partner

is a receptive sex partner. We need rectal 
microbicides, just as we need vaginal 
microbicides; to help receptive sex partners 
save their own lives.”

-- Anna Forbes, Deputy Director
Global Campaign for Microbicides
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The rectum and colon
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Research questions

� Infection – more to learn about anal intercourse and HIV 
infection

� Testing - What assays (tests) to measure impact?

� Distribution – how would it spread?

� Application Methods?

� Dosing – how much, what is acceptable? 

� How does rectal shedding of HIV impact risk?
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Testing on 
over the counter lubes

Drs. Sudol & Phillips at Population Council, New York

� Tested 5 OTC lubes in mice to see if they caused damage to rectal 
cells. Now testing another dozen products.

� Results: Broad range of toxicity. 

� More research is underway, with findings expected soon. 

� Need more research
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Rectal Microbicides: 
Investments 2000 - 2006

� Total investments = $34m.
� 2006 = $7.2m 
� U.S. public sector 

contributed $33.1m, 97.4% 
of overall funds

� Philanthropic and private 
sectors 2.6%



Rectal Microbicides: 
Investments 2000 - 2006
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Rectal Microbicides: 
Advocacy - Recommendations

� Donors 
� NGOs
� Researchers
� Advocates
� Regulatory agencies
� U.S. Congress
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amfAR Trek

� Dr. Rowena Johnston’s Trek across the 
Namib Desert to raise funds

� If she raises 50% of her $10,000 goal for RM 
research, her entire $10,000 will go to RM 
research

� Already have $1,000++!!!
� Donate what you can at 

www.irmwg.org
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